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The unique Class 457 Driving
Motor Car, Unit 67300 that’s
now on permanent display

at Eythorne Station on the
East Kent Railway is not just
another railway carriage

— it’s a special survivor and
an important part of the story
of Britain’s developing railway
network in the later years of the
20th Century and beyond.

It was converted from the driving trailer of a
210 DEMU, itself an experimental
prototype that, whilst proved
successful, was just too costly
to enter full production.

Laid aside, the vehicle was dumped out of use at Eastleigh
for several years before being resurrected as part of a three
car test train (pictured above at Strawberry Hill) to road test
the new design of electric motors that would power British
electric trains in thve 21st Century. The 457 unit ran from 1988
until 1991 on trials that enabled ‘Traction Development For
The 1990s’ to become a reality. It’s a statement of fact that
every electric train built after 1991 owes a significant part

of its design to the 457 unit.

We all need friends

The Friends of the 457 has been set up to
provide much needed financial support to
keep this historic and valuable vehicle in top
condition whilst on display to the public.

The 457 needs a rolling plan of repainting and preventative
maintenance as well as the odd repair which is carried out by
the volunteers during the year. The Friends will also help to
fund the sourcing of some of the missing components that
will shortly become available when units of a similar age are

taken out of mainline service and disposed off.
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Let’s be friends

To become a Friend of the 457 you simply
need to make either a one-off donation each
year of £30 or more to the Suburban Electric
Railway Association or set up a standing order
of at least £2.50 a month — that’s it! There’s no
obligation to do any more and we’ll send out
your membership pack pronto!

If you want to get involved in a more ‘hands-on’
capacity as part of the team that carries out the
maintenance and upkeep of the vehicle — please

contact us via email on seraOluk@yahoo.co.uk

Sign up today

Option 1 — PayPal

Please send your online donation (min £30) to our
PayPal address seraOluk@yahoo.co.uk — please
ensure your contact details held by PayPal are up to date
as we’ll use this information to contact you about group
activities and rewards. Please include a message with your

payment to confirm your enrollment as a Friend of the 457.

Option2 — BACS

You can transfer your donation (min £30) direct to
our account, the details of which you can find on the
standing order mandate (right). We need you to email
us to confirm you have sent payment while providing us
with your contact details. Email: seraOluk@yahoo.co.uk

Please note Options 1 and 2 will prompt annual renewal notices.

Option 3 — Standing Order

Please complete the Stranding Order Mandate (right)
(min £2.50 a month) and send it to your bank. You’ll need
to email us confirmation of this along with your contact
details to: seraOluk@yahoo.co.uk. Your membership will

remain ‘active’ as long as your donations continue.

Sign-up as a ‘Friend of the 457’ to receive:

> Membership of the Suburban Electric
Railway Association (SERA)

> A special ‘limited edition’ SERA
‘Friends of the 457’ Membership Card

> Subscription to the group bi-annual
publication ‘The Contactor’ plus
an invitation to the group AGM

> An exclusive item of 457 branded
merchandise sent to you upon completion
of 12 months support. These items will
vary each year such as mugs, pens etc.
but will not be available on general sale.

Standing Order Mandate

To the Bank/Building Society Manager of

Branch Address

Postcode

Please Debit My Account

Account Name

accountNo. [ JLJLILILILILIL ]
Sortcode CICICI0IL]

To credit the Account of
Suburban Electric Railway Association
Account No. 10855901 Sortcode 20-90-69
Please Quote Reference FO-457

The amount of £ starting on the

of 20

Then subsequent payments of £ on the

. day of each subsequent month until further

notice in writing from me.

Signed

Please PRINT name

Date

Alternatively, download this form from our website SUBUQBAN ELECTR'C

Suburban Electric Railway Association = =

23 Warwick Avenue, Reading RG2 7AX — —

www.emus.co.uk | seraluk@yahoo.co.uk RAIEWAY ASSCCIATION



http://www.emus.co.uk

